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keen eye for the features of landscape, a quick sense of the phases of 
human life, delicate sensibilities, and a highly cultivated taste. They 
have nothing in them of the intense and passionate vein, which has 
been of late worked to excess ; but, for all this, they are only the more 
genuine heart-utterances, and must find a more ready access to the ap- 
preciation and sympathy of our better public. 



22. — The Household Booh of Poetry. Collected and edited by Chaeles 
A. Dana. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1858. 8vo. pp.798. 

" The purpose of this book," according to the Preface, " is to com- 
prise within the bounds of a single volume whatever is truly beautiful 
and admirable among the minor poems of the English language." We 
rejoice to say that this purpose is very far from being fulfilled. We 
miss many poems even more " beautiful and admirable " than the 
greater part of the contents of this volume. But that unfortunate intro- 
ductory sentence is the only thing in the book which does not merit 
the thanks of our public. The selection is made with great skill and 
judgment, and from so wide a range of authors that hardly a name of 
acknowledged merit is overlooked. Many of the poems, and some of 
the choicest, will be new to nearly every reader, being drawn from 
sources accessible only to the searcher after hidden treasure. " Es- 
pecial care has also been taken to give every poem entire and 
unmutilated, as well as in the most authentic form which could be 
procured " ; and this, though obviously the demand of simple honesty, 
is a demand so often ignored, that compliance with it becomes a signal 
merit. The arrangement is novel ; the subjects being classified, and 
the scattered poems of each author being brought together only by title 
in an alphabetical index of the authors. 



23. — The Courtship of Miles Standish, and Other Poems. By Henet 
Wadswoeth Longfellow^. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. 
16mo. pp.215. 

Reading " The Courtship of Miles Standish " aloud has made us 
almost converts to the adoption of the classic hexameter for English 
poetry. When the tongue is once accustomed to the movement, no 
other measure sustains for the ear a flow of melody so continuous and 
unrippled. Then, too, a hexameter verse is complete in itself, — it is 
in no need of rhyme, while iambic or trochaic verse without rhyme is 



